1522-1527*]        Henry desires to divorce the Queen.                   189

fault. Mary directly after married William Carey. He was a
younger brother, and wholly without fortune, yet he was a near
kinsman of king Henry by descent from the Beauf orts.

The emperor of Germany paid a long visit to her court in 1522.
The queen received him standing at the hall-door of Greenwich
palace, holding the princess Mary by the hand. Charles V. bent
his knee and craved his aunt's blessing, which she gave fa*m,
perhaps in the character of mother-in-law, for his ostensible
errand was to betroth himself to her daughter Mary, a little
girl of six years old. The emperor stayed sis weeks in England.
During his visit a bon-mot of his was circulated at court, which
obtained for himself and his aunt the active enmity of Wolsey.
When Charles heard of the execution of Buckingham, he said,
in allusion to Wolsey's origin and Buckingham's title, " Then has
the butcher's dog pulled down the fairest buck in Christendom."
Katharine detested the odious part Wolsey took in this judicial
murder. She did not conceal her opinion, which brought upon
her Wolsey's hatred. The war with France, which followed the
emperor's visit to England, occasioned the return of Anne Boleyn
to her native country, when she received the appointment of
maid of honour to queen Katharine, of whose court she became
the star.

The recent passion of Heniy VJLJLL for Mary Boleyn blinded
the queen to the fact that he had transferred his love, with
increased vehemence, to her more fascinating sister. His love
for Anne Boleyn was nevertheless concealed even from its object,
till his jealousy of young Percy caused it to be suspected by the
world. Meantime the queen's health became delicate, and her
spirits lost their buoyancy. Probably the expectation of her
speedy demise prevented the king from taking immediate steps
for a divorce after he had separated Anne Boleyn and lord Percy.
Katharine herself thought the end of her life was near. To her
rival she behaved with invariable sweetness. Once only she gave
her an intimation that she was aware of her ambitious views. The
queen was playing at cards with Anne Boleyn, when she thus
addressed her: " My lady Anne, you have the good hap ever to
stop at a king; but you are like others, you will have all or none."

The divorce in 1527 was the talk of every one. The king and
Wolsey now employed underhand expedients to prevent the
friendless queen's messengers from informing her relatives of the
predicament in which she found herself; for she made no mystery
of her resolution to appeal to legal means of defending her cause.
Placing it before bishop Fisher, she retained hiin*as her counsel,
In case the ecclesiastical inquiry should take place.